6                             ITALIAN GRAMMAR
ci and gi, pronounced respectively like ch in chiU and g in general,
when followed by a, o, u. In the resulting groups (cia,
cio, ciu; gia, gio, giu) the i, unless stressed, merely
indicates that the c or g has the palatal sound before
a, o, or a.
provmcia               cbttolo              fanciullo
giaUo                    ragione             giusto
gli"          which is pronounced somewhat like Ui in bittiards and
million, but with the tip of the tongue against the lower
teeth. When no vowel follows gli, the i is pronounced.
fzglio          figii          egli          paglia          gigli
In the following words, however, gl sounds as in the
English word angle: ^ngiia, poetic name of England;
angiicano, Anglican; anglicismo, Anglicism; glicerina,
glycerine; geroglffico, hieroglyphic; neglfgere, to neglect;
the derivatives of negiigere, and a few other uncommon
words.
. gn            which has a sound similar to that of ni in onion, but with
the tip of the tongue against the lower teeth.
bagno               ogni              guadagno        ognuno
qii               pronounced always Hke ku>.
quattro                   quanto                  qtiesto
sc            pronounced like $h before e or i, like si in any other case,
bolsceyichi         fascismo         oscuro            escluso
In the groups scia, scio, sciu, the vowel i, unless it is
/                sfares&ed, is not sounded, serving only to indicate that
sc must be pronounced sh.
sdkrbola                 loscio                    sciupare
9. The Vowels e and a   The vowels e and o are always
ciose in unstressed syllables.
fame                   delrrio                   domandare